Welcome to our first Newsletter of this school yéEre children and teachers in Scoil iosa
have been very busy in the first term of this stlyear. We have tried to include as many
of the activities as possible and we hope you ergaging it.

Welcome and Farewells:

Welcome to all our new Junior Infants who commensettbol in September '09. Failte
réimh go léir.Farewell and every success to tffe@ass Girls who completed their primary
education in Scoil losa and are now attending st@rel schoolsWelcome to our new
teachers Mrs. Mary Kenny Ms Michelle Cawley, Mrg McAndrewand Ms Emer Hickey
who joined the staff during the first term.

Expression of Sympathy
The staff, pupils and BOM would like to offer syntippto Philo Molloy and Louise
McBride on their recent bereavements.

Congratulations and Best WishesCongratulations to Ms. Mulligan on the birth of her
daughter Ciara. Congratulations to Sinéad Nichotsoher recent marriage.
Congratulations to Paul Brennan, Chairperson BONherbirth of his son Gavin. We wish
a speedy recovery to Fr. Gerry O’ Hora.

Fundraising: Our Annual Sponsored Walk took place in Septenibeank you all who
participated and collected sponsorship money.
Thanks also to all who helped with fund-raisingesco on Nov. 26 27" and 2§'.

Book Fair: Our annual Book Fair was held frofi @ 13" of November, during which
parents and children had an opportunity to vigtfdir and select from the wide variety of
books available. Thank you to all who bought boakihe Book Fair. €666 was spent and
the school gets €400 worth of books free.

Sporting Activities

Scoil iosa pupils competed in the North Mayo Cr@ssintry Running competitions in
October. Rachel Cawley and Shauna Cunningham dhfibr the County Final.
Congratulations to all who took part.

Gaelic Football

Gaelic football is becoming very popular with theidents of Scoil iosa. Every Monday
afternoon the children from™sand &' class train from 3 — 4 o’clock with Ms. Sandra
Bourke, Ms. Niamh Howley and Mrs. Marie Loftus ¢ tschool pitch or in the secondary
school hall.

Mini Sevens

The school have already this year participatediénNlini Sevens league that was played in
the Quay N.S. on the 14f October. The school team did very well in thiague where
they won two games against Killala N.S. and CullsinS. drew another with Bofield N.S
and was sadly beaten in one very close match aga@uay N.S. The girls played very
well in all their matches and we are all in thes@hlooking forward to the Cumman na
mBunscoil league that will be starting in the Newa.

New Jerseys
After fundraising last year the school were ablgtochase a new set of jerseys that | am
sure you will agree look great on our fantasticrtea




Football Training

Every Tuesday my class go football training witlsd/Bourke. We train outside when it is
not raining and if it is raining we train in the PiE&ll. | rather when we train outside. We
have great fun. We have learned how to solo, fidtkick pass. We are very good at fist
passing. Soloing is my favourite. Maybe we willydlar Mayo some day.

By Kyle Maloney

Mr. Barry Murphy has also been trainin &nd &' classes and Denis Mc Donagh and
Tommy Humbert have been working witf, 2'* and 3 classes.

Swimming:

Swimming is ongoing in the school * &lass have completed swimming lessons &hd 3
Class are currently attending lessons.

On Wednesday Third class went swimming to therBa#livimming pool. We got on the bus
and went to the swimming pool at quarter to eleven.

When we got there we put on our swim suits and acsltower. After we took a shower we
went into the pool and put our bags in the lock®¥e. played and splashed about for fifteen
minutes. When we went down to the deep end wengtlgd in. Later we got out of the
swimming pool and we went into the showers @mhged into our clothes. Then we lined
up for the bus. We all had great fun. | am looKioigvard to the next trip to the swimming
pool . By Ryan Langdon.
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Music.

Traditional Music: Tom Doherty continues to teach traditional musichiddren on
Tuesdays. Those attending are making great pragres

Recorders: Ms. Granahan is continuing Recorder Lessons WitBlass girls and they are
making good progress.

Choir: Children from #, 5", and ' sang at the 10.00am. Mass in the St. Patrick’s on
November 2% and a number of children from the school are imedlin the Children’s
Choir which sings at the 10.00am mass on a repaisis. A number of children fronf'45"
agﬁl 8" will take part at the Carol Service in the Catfaddt 4.00pm on Sunday, December
20",

‘Read to Your Child — Story Packs'.

A number of parents of Junior and Senior Infantdtbin have availed of

borrowing book packs from the Parents Room. Thaslibrary service for the Infant
classes. Parents read the stories to their chilanerreturn the books when they are
finished. Books can be borrowed from the ParentsniRany morning between 9.30 — 10.00
o'clock ‘This is a very worthwhile service. Paremtho are able to avail of this service
enjoy its convenience and look forward to exchagdiaok packs.’ said Mrs. Ann Hegarty-
Loftus, Home School Community Liaison Teacher (B.8.)

Christmas Baking.
A number of parents have made Christmas CakeiRa&nents Room. The lovely smell of
baking wafted through the Senior School creatisgigt of Christmas in the building.

Flower Arranging

The H.S.C.L. local committee had a flower arrangimgkshop recently. Every participant
made a Fresh Flower Christmas Table Centrepiecentavere delighted with their
creations.

Parents Room/ After School Club.

We are enjoying using our newly refurbished Patddd®m and the extension of the school
library facilities.

From 8" Oct. to 18 Dec. 876" class pupils had the opportunity to attend the Blwork
Group in the school. This will continue after Chmiss.

Parents Association
Welcome to our new members who joined up this year.

Literacy Lift-Off.

Ms. Mitchell’s class have completed seven weekgefcy lift-off.

Ms. Horkan’s class have started their programmefwhiill finish in February. Literacy
Lift-Off is a reading, phonics and writing prograrardelivered on a daily basis by a team of
four teachers. It offers every child in the classopportunity to improve their reading and
writing skills.

Circle Time and Computers

Circle Time is ongoing in all classasd the children are enjoying this opportunity.
Computer skills training will continue to be progiifor the children. You can visit our
school website atww.scoiliosaballina.com

New Office

Philo has moved to a new office in the Senior StHeeeryone in the Junior School misses
her. We wish her well in her new location.

Parent Teacher Meetings
Parent Teacher Meetings were held on NoV. /225",



Ms Nestor’s Class

News from some classrooms: The children in Ms Nestor’s group have been worktiagd since September. The junior

group are learning how to take turns and play giaeed the senior group have done some
Ms Lynott’s Class lovely Art projects. All the children were busy cioig up to the Christmas holidays baking
All of the boys and girls in Junior and Senior Imfaare very excited about Christmas. We Gingerbread men and mince pies. They all desegaod rest over the holidays.

have learned all about the Story of Christmas awd Baby Jesus was born. We have made
lots of decorations. Here is a picture of us witlhh snowmen. We have been very good all
year and hope Santa will come!

Mrs Cawley’s Class

The Senior Infant Class in Mrs Cawley’s room is king very hard at reading and writing.
They are sorry to have to say goodbye to someeif tkassmates Raisul Islam moved to
Tramore in Co Waterford. Brandon Browne moved tglgnd and Ceara Beattie joined Mrs
Thornton Speech and Language class. We welcomerRobkocki into our class. We
planted hyacinth bulbs in September and hope thikp&vin bloom for Christmas.

Ms Keane's Class

The children planted Crocus bulbs in October aedaatching and waiting in anticipation!
They are in the choir for the Christmas play. Theyp entered the Art Competition. While
they didn’t win anything, they enjoyed taking part.

Ms Howley’s Class. Pupils from Sr. Nancy’s English Language Class.

We are making Christmas tree decorations for auilfa We are using clay. It is great fun.
Santa will see then when he calls to our house

Mrs Thornton’s Class

Aliyah and Lauren are going to football trainindn€ly are also going to Literacy Lift Off
with Ms Horkan'’s Class. Ethan, Ceara and Alishaehfanished four reading books and are
doing shared reading. They made clay pots for thaimmies for Halloween. Ceara loves
her new class. Cathal and Oisin are very good aveltheir new school. Oisin had a
birthday party and all the children went to it. Wiade Santa’s and reindeer for Christmas.

Ms Horkan’s Class

Literacy Lift Off is underway in First class room®he whole class is enjoying the
experience. Dennis and Tommie are taking the ¢tasSaelic Football training twice a
month and everyone is enjoying it. The two firgtsdes are also extremely busy preparing
their Nativity Play for St Patrick’'s Church on"™18f December



Sr. Nancy’s Playroom.

Sr. Nancy had Ms. Mitchell’s and Ms. Horkan’s Fitkisses, in groups of six, for six
sessions between September and Halloween. AftéddHeween Break, it was the turn of
Mrs. Cawley’ and Ms. Keane's Senior Infants. Af@hristmas, Mrs. Thornton, Ms. Howley
and Ms. Lynott will get their time slots for sixssons with four children in each group.
The Children are given an opportunity to developgimation, to negotiate, to relate and to
resolve difficulties in a play situation. They amcouraged to listen, to speak and practise
turn-taking within the boundaries of the playroom.

Ms. Sheeran’s Class

Our Local Trall

On the 18 October, my teacher Mrs. Sheeran brought our otasa Local Trail. It started

at our school. We learned that our school was bnilt958. The next place we stopped was
the Convent. This building has more than twentydaivs. Then we took time to admire the
beautiful old deciduous trees in the Convent graufidiere are twenty three trees. On the
way down the hill, we noticed road signs and wkedlabout them. After that we went to the
Font. We discovered that it was erected in 1898cu¥tinued on to the workhouse, where
people were given food during the famine. On ow tack we took time to look closely at
the wall on Mercy Rd. We noticed that this is aitealfor many insects, including spiders
and ants. Mrs. Sheeran treated us to an ice cream Lidl, which we all enjoyed very
much. It was a great day Ciara Maughan-% class

The Spirit of Christmas-Meeting Santa

On Saturday Dec."5 Cara Martin, Katelyn Moyles, Jenna Walsh, El@seven and Geena
Tighe were chosen to ride with Santa Claus inia tteound Ballina. We had to be at Scaoill
Phéadraig at quarter to one. When Santa Claus came ih the big helicopter, children
were screaming with excitement. Then we got ineotthin and rode around Ballina with
Santa. Cameras were flashing. When we got offrdie,twe went into Santa’s Winter
Wonderland . We saw bunnies, donkeys and rein@esna took a photograph of Eloise
and Jenna with Santa Claus. We saw our winningepost the wall. It was great fun!

Ms Corry’s Class: Christmas Day

On Christmas Eve we all had a shower and put onn@w cosy pyjamas.

After that my family and | went into the sittingoro and put on a Christmas movie. It was
over at 8 o’clock. My Mum, Dad, brother and siststarted to talk about Christmas. Then
my parents said it was 8.30pm and that we shouldcaio bed. So that is what we did. My
family and | were so excited about Christmas. MDax, Louise, Linda, Megan, John,
Joseph Jack and | went to sleep. We woke up bapbakack was still asleep. We went
downstairs and into the sitting room. We saw adl thys. We all looked around the sitting
room and found our toys. We opened the presengotwieom Santa. We opened the
presents that were wrapped up under our Christmees it was fun. Then we went out to
play and had a good day. By Chloe Maloney in Fo@thss

Children’s Masses

Special masses for First Holy Communion and Cordtram Classes were held during this
term. Well done to Scoil losa pupils who particgghtn the Children’s Mass Liturgy Oct.
28", Thank you to the school choir who sang at thddBém’s Mass on Nov. 22

Visits
Various classes went on outings to the Library #wedArts Centre.



Finalist

Kinga Piekarczyk from*#class is a finalist in the Western People Whiteth@ompetition.

Her story about Christmas Eve with her family wask@d from hundreds of entries. Her
name went into a draw for an Interactive Whitebdardhe school which was held on
Thurs. Dec.1%. Kanga was presented with €500 voucher for theaidby Sligo Supply
Centre. We are very proud of her achievement astl iver the very best of luck.
Congratulations to Cara Martin frorff €lass who came’2in ‘The Spirit of Christmas'’
competition. Scoil losa also gat®prize in the Chamber of Commerce large poster
competition for /6" classes, winning €250 work of requisites for tbieos|.

Junior Achievement Ireland
Junior Achievement Ireland hosted the ‘Keep Safg Dar 6" classes on Dec™n the
Sports and Leisure Centre.

Scarecrow Competition.
Mrs. Kenny's Second Class pictured with their sceoe which was part of a Halloween
Display at the Ballina Country Market in Octobdfs. Corry’s class also participated.

Art
Thanks to Sr. Phyllis who volunteers with Specie Blasses.
Below is a photograph of Christmas sculptures 3fiatlass children made with Sr. Phyllis.

Fred the Joker
Fred the Joker entertained Jnr. Infants"ftctass on Nov.1. The children enjoyed his
magic tricks.

Donation to Croi
Mrs. Frances McAndrew receiving a cheque on beasfalfroi from Mrs.O’Grady. This
money was raised during the school Skipathon.



Carol Service and Nativity Play Santa came to our school on Monday 2of December!

The children from Ms. Horkan's and Ms. Mitchell'$aGses entertained Staff, pupils and
parents with a delightful production of The Natwiin Dec. 18th. This involved a lot of
hard work, rehearsing lines and, making costumddearning songs. Every First Class
child was included in the production. Junior andiSelnfants added their voices to the
choir. This was followed by a Prayer Service whitéplved the whole school community
and was carried out by the pupils froffi ® 6" classes. The Prayer Service was compiled
by Ms. Granahan, Ms.Leonard, Mrs. Sheeran and Msfy.

Enjoy the Christmas Holidays Everyone.
ope Santa comes to everyonel!!!
See you all on ¥ January 2010

S
English/ Irish /
Polish /
Latvian /
Bangladesh /

Czech Republic /

Myanmar Karen

Shoebox Appeal
Children in the Senior School participated in th®&oox Appeal, which sends gifts abroad
to children in need. Thank you to teachers, pugild parents for your generosity.



