Scoil losa Newsletter

January -April 2009
Welcome to our second Newsletter
of this school year

The children and teachers in Scoil iosa
have been very busy in the second term of
this school year. We have tried to include
as many of the activities as possible and
we hope you enjoy reading our newsletter.

Ballina Feis

Many children from Scoil losa participated
in the Ballina Feis this year. Thank you to
all the teachers for their dedication in
preparing the children for the event. Our
pupils excelled in many areas.
Comhghairdeachas! The following is a
list of our prize winners:

Irish Section: Dawn Nealon, Shannen
Murphy, Caroline Maughan, Rachel
Langdon, Rachael Cawley and Jessica
Gorman

Singing: Shannon Murphy

English Section: Jamie Langdon, Shelly
Maughan, Willie Maughan, Niamh
Geelan, Savannah O Hora, Jessica Neary
Robbi Lin , Michael Maughan , Dawn
Nealon,Chloe Maloney, Cliona O’'Hora,
Rachel Cawley,Sinead Mahady, Jessica
Gorman,Kelly Geraghty,Shauna Doyle
and Caoimhe Staunton.

Art Section: Savannah O’Hora, Brian
Durkan, Ethan Barrett, Patrick McGinty,
Jessica Neary, Caoimhe Reape, Alisha
Prendergast, Lauren Downey, Aliyah Dee,
Peter Ruddy, Ted Lawrence,,Jaylisa
Collins, Harry Loftus, Abbie Comiskey,
Rachel Cawley, Kathleen Lawrence, Jade
Wallis, Lisa Doyle, Mary Maughan,
Amelia Greham, Scarlett Maughan, Jade
Hannon, Niamh Geehan, Aisling Higgins,
Rebecca Cawley, Vanessa Crowley, Hazel
Comiskey, Orla Carroll and Aisling
Noone.

Good Luck.

We wish Aisling Higgins the best of luck in the
forth coming World Dancing Championships in
America.

Competition Results

Lazytown Art Competition

Amelia Graham won"3prize in this
competition. Dania Usuika also won a
prize.

Agri Aware Competition

Ms Corry and Mrs Sheeran classes are
taking part in the Agri Aware
Competition. They are growing
strawberries, scallions, cabbage and
lettuce. The strawberry plant is really big
already!!

Ms Corry’s Class

Planting seeds

Active Citizenship Art Competition

Ms Corry and Mrs Sheeran classes also
took part in this competition. Martina
Rzepka and Caroline Maughan both won
prizes.Margaret Collins and Shannen
Murphy highly commended.

Mayo Advertiser Christmas Competition
Lisa Doyle won % place with her entry
“My Favourite Place” Dylan Lyndsey and
Courtney Muldoon also won prizes

News from the Junior School

Ms Keane’s Junior Infants

They planted tulip bulbs in October. They
watched with anticipation and excitement
as the bulbs gradually grew to tulips.
Below they are pictured with their
beautiful Easter pots made from clay.
They were all delighted with their works
of art!

Ms Howley’s Junior and Senior Infants
Ms Howley's class were planting cress
seeds and sunflowers. They brought their
cress seeds home but they will have to
wait until summer to bring home their
flowersl!!

Ms. Lynott’s First Class

We are taking part in kiteracy Lift off
Programme in our classroom. Every
morning Ms. Nealon, Ms. Geraghty, Mrs.
Mahady and Ms. Lynott work with us in
our groups We really love it be cause we
read a new book everyday We also learn
GAA skills every Thursday. Denis and
Tommy are our coaches. It is great fun!

Mrs Thornton Class

Jake is busy getting ready for his First
Communion. Ted, Aliyah and Peter are
learning Gaelic football with Ms. Mitchell
class with Fitness 4 U. Alisha, Brian and
Ethan planted cress seeds and flowers. We
all made lovely Mothers Day cards




Nurture Group

The children in Ms Nestor's Nurture
Room have been very busy since
Christmas. They have been working hard
and have had lots of fun painting, baking
and playing games together. They are
getting very good at working together and
sharing. Ms Nestor is very proud of them
all.

Fitness 4U

Senior Infants and First Class are
participating in the Fitness 4 U
programme. It started on Thursday'26
February and runs for six weeks. Senior
Infants and Ms Lynott’'s First Class are
having fun at the moment and Ms Horkans
class will take part next term. Ms
Horkan’s Class are enjoying swimming
classes at the moment. Ms Lynotts Class
will commence swimming next term.

Some of the
children having fun
with Tommy

Football Training

A panel from § and &' class girls has
been drawn up to form the school team.
The girls are busy training for their
upcoming matches. They train every
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday with
Mrs Loftus, Ms. Howley and Ms. Sandra
Bourke. A special thanks to the teachers
involved. The girls are very enthusiastic
and show great promise. Th& 3-a-side
game will be played against Foxford in
Scoil Phadraig on Wed Apri12009.
Seachtain na Gaeilge

Seachtain na Gaeilge was acknowledged

once again this year throughout the school.

On Friday 18 March, the entire school
community met in the Junior P.E. Hall to
celebrate our Irish culture through music,
song and dance. A full table of events was
organised. The get-together proved a very
enjoyable and entertaining experience.
Well done to everyone. An Ghaeilig mhilis
bhinn !

Junior Infants
said a lovely
poem anc
sang a song
Senior Infant:
had great fui
Feach, taimid ag canadh!!| getting
Go halainn!!! dressed up fc
the
celebration.
Below are
some picture
and classeqg
and teacher
entertaining
us!! Go raibf
maith agaibh
go léir!!

Strictly Come Dancing!
Mrs. O'Grady demonstrates the brush
dance Sean N@s Style during our ‘get
together’ for Seachtain na Gaeilge.
One Book One Ballina
One Book One Ballina is a reading project
designed to promote literacy amongst
young and old in the Ballina Community.
One of the organisers of this initiative is
Ann Hegarty Loftus- Home School
Liaison Co-ordinator along with three
other co-ordinators in the town schools.
The project encourages everyone within
Ballina and the wider community to read

the “The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas”
during the month of March. Scoil iosa
took up the challenge with everyone {f 4
5"and &' getting involved. Many parents
also enjoyed the book. Mrs Hegarty
Loftus said “ | am delighted with the
response of the children, teachers and
parents to the project and | hope it will
encourage life long reading in our
community. | believe a book is a present
you can open again and again and it will
never let you down”. Well done to all
involved. After reading the book, the
senior children will go to see the film of
the book at the film club in Ballina’s Arts
Centre.

The Organising Committee
Maureen Gannon, Jim O Regan Luke
Fitzmaurice and Ann Hegarty Loftus

Maths for Fun

A group of parents of children in Mrs
Duffy’s class took part in Maths for Fun.
The parents went into the class every
Wednesday and played maths games with
the children over six weeks. This proved a
wonderful learning experience for both the
parents and the children. The children
looked forward to this class every week.
Thank you to the parents for taking an
active educational role in our school

Maths for Fun in Action

Mrs. Duffy’s Second Class.

Our class had swimming lessons for 6
weeks- it was great fun. We really enjoyed
Maths for Fun. We made our First
Confession on Wednesday MarcH"26
St. Patrick’s Church.

Thank you Fr. O'Hora and Fr. Henry- it
was a very special evening.

Now we are busy preparing for our First
Holy Communion, which will take place
on Saturday 2% April in St. Patrick’s
Church.

Confirmation Classes
Ms Loftus’ Class

Ms Leonard’s Class

Our Confirmation.

On the 7' March, Miss Leonard’s / Mrs
Loftus’ classes made their Confirmation in
St Patrick’s Church. We were confirmed
by Bishop John Fleming at 11.00am. We
made our confirmation with St Oliver
Plunkett’s school. Every child who was
confirmed was able to get pictures taken
with the Bishop. After Mass, the children
and their families celebrated this very
special day. Thank You Ms Granahan for
a superb choir



Third Class Jokes

Here are a selection of jokes provide by
get you all laughing along!!!

Q. What did the candle say to the other
candle?

A. Want to go out tonight? By Michaela
Christie

Q. What's black and white and green all
over?

A. Two nuns fighting over a head of
cabbage! By Mary Maughan

Q. What did the cow say to the farmer
when he was asleep?

A. Get a mooove on! By Leah Calnan
Q. What did the spider say to the other
spider?

A. I'm getting married. Do you want to
come to my webbing? By Amelia Greham
Q. What's black and white and red all
over?

A. Two penguins fighting over lipstick!
By Ann-Lisa Sweeney

Q. Do you know what a button can do?
A. A belly button cannot button! By Tina
Lawrence

Q. What's black and white and red all
over?

A.A newspaper! By Scarlet Maughan

Q. When is a car sometimes like a frog?
A. When it is toad! By Chloe Maloney
Q. What goes over hills and through the
town but never moves?

A. A road! By Cliona O Hora

Q. Why did the toilet paper roll down the
hill?

A. Because it wanted to get to the bottom!
By Dawn Nealon

Q. What do you call a dog with no legs?
A. You can call him anything but he wont
come! By Martyna Rzepka

Q. Why did the students eat their
homework?

A. Because it was a piece of cake!

Q. What is the most slippery country?
A. Greece! By Shauna Cunningham

Q. What follows a dinosaur?

A. A dinosaur’s tail! By Megan Nash

Q. Why is the sun so bright?

A. It does its homework!

Q. What did one angel say to the other?

A. Halo there! By Bridget Lawrence

Q. What is a snake’s favourite subject?
A. Hisss-tory! By Orla Rzepka

Q. Doctor, doctor! I think | need glasses!
A. Yes do you know this is a pet shop! By
Jessica Langdon

Fred the Joker entertains the children
on 3¢ of February.

Classroom rules

Don't be late,

Because that is what | hate,
Don't shout,

Or casually walk out,
Don't take hours,

Or think you have powers,
Don't fight,

Instead be polite,

In the halls walk not talk,
Don't be silly,

Especially you Milly,

Eat your food,

And don'’t be rude,

Follow every rule,

But don't fall in the pool,
Don't cross out stuff,

Or get in a huff,

Don't copy,

Especially you poppy,

Put rubbish in the bin,
And don't call your fish fin,
Do what | say,

Or you'll pay.

Eloise Cowan % Class

Visit to the Library And Art Exhibiton
Mrs Sheeran’s%class visited the Library
and all the children are now members.
They hope to make regular visits to the
Library.

6" classes with Ms Leonard and Mrs
Loftus went to the exhibition of photos
predicting concentration camps to tie in
with their reading of The Boy in the
Striped Pyjamas.

6" class also visited the Art exhibition in
the Newman Institute.

Easter Bonnets

A group of children from Ms Sandra
Bourke’s class, Leah Calnan, Aimee
Conroy and Kyle Maloney used different
materials to make “Easter Bonnets”. They
had great fun making their bonnets that
look very much like the Easter Bunny!

Miss Granahan teaches recorder to
Senior Classes

Tom Doherty teaches Irish
Music every Tuesday

Words of Thanks: To Fr. O Hora for his
work as school chaplain and especially for
supporting the B class children for
confirmation. Thanks also to Fr. Henry
who assisted Fr. O'Hora on the evening of
the First Confession.

Thanks to all our parents who are involved
in conjunction with the parish team in
preparing pupils for participation in the
Sunday Masses and the Do this in Memory
and Confirmation Programmes. Thanks to
the Sisters of Mercy who donated valuable
resources to Scioil 16sa on the closure of
the convent. A special mass to honour the
Sisters of Mercy will be celebrated by
Bishop Flemming on 26of April in the
cathedral at 3.00 pm.

A special “Thank You” to Sr. Phyllis

Surlis for voluntarily sharing her love of

art with the pupils of Scoil iosa. It is much
appreciated and enjoyed immensely by all
the participants.

Samples of the childrens’ work



Circle Time and Computers

Circle Time is ongoing in all classes and
the children are enjoying this opportunity.
Computer skills training will continue to
be provided for the children. You can visit
our school website at
www.scoiliosaballina.com

Credit union quiz

This year Orla Carroll, Caocimhe Staunton,
Aoife Kelly and Karen Gilroy were on the
senior team for the credit union quiz. The
junior team was Jessica Gorman, Ashlin
Vanway, Jenna Walshe and Katelyn Neary
Some of the questions were quite hard.
There were lots of other schools there.
They all had a good night and really
enjoyed being part of the team for our
school.

Juvenile Pioneers

Sr. Nancy organised a meeting of
Juvenille Pioneers in the Senior school PE.
Hall on the 31 of March. Almost 50
students fron@, 5" and &' classes
attended. The following officers were
elected. Chairperson: Karen Gilroy.

Vice -chairperson: Tara Keenan.
Secretary: Shauna Doyle.

Assistant Sectetary: Mairead Hopkins.
Joint Treasurers: Hazel Comiskey and
Gemma Ryan.

Congratulations

Congratulations to Jeannie Honan on the
birth of Erin.

Free Raffle

Thanks to the parents association for
organising an Easter egg to raffle in each
class.

Proceeds from No Uniform Day

The proceeds of five hundred and fifty
euro is been sent to Sr. Maureen Kelly in
her Peru mission, as a token of
appreciation.

Hope the Easter Bunny comes!!

See you all on 20of April 2009

Christ has died
Christ has risen
Christ will come again

Calendar of Events: January to April
2009

Jan.21¥ 22" Sr. Patricia visited the school
Feb. & “The Joker" Show

Feb. 8' Senior school went to Mamma
Mia

Feb. Mrs Sheeran’s class trip to the library
Feb. 28 Fitness 4U Senior Infants/1st

Class

Mar. 7" Confirmation for Sixth Class
Girls

Mar. 13"  No uniform day

Mar. 13" Seachtain na Gaeilge event

Mar. 6" Class visit Library exhibition of
Holocaust photos

Mar. 28"  First Confession

Mar. 26" Mrs Loftus’ class trip to
Newman Institute

April 1% Scoil losa V Foxford 9 a side



