Newsletter Scoil josa April to
June 2009

Welcome to our final Newsletter this school
year. The children and teachers in Scoll
losa have been very busy in the last term of
this school year. We have tried to include as
many of the activities as possible in this end
of year newsletter. We hope you enjoy
reading it.

Out and About on School Tours: A Very
Active School!

Junior and Senior Infants and Speech

and Language Classes

Ms. Howley's class, Ms. Bourke’s and
Ms.Mitchell’s Senior Infant classes went to
a Pet Farm in Ballyhaunis on Fri. Jurfe 5
They got to hold puppies, chickens and
rabbits and had great fun on the bouncing
castle.

Ms.Keane's and Mrs Cawley’s Junior
Infants and Mrs Thornton’s Class went to
Maghu’s Castle in Kiltimagh on Tuesday
June 9th. The big swing was great and Ms
Keane loved it!! Everyone had a great time.

1% and 2" Class Tour

Ms Lynott's and Ms. Horkan'’s classes went
to Tullyboy Pet Farm, Boyle, Co.
Roscommon on Tues. Jun® $armer Matt
gave all the children a chance to ride Bob
the horse and even Mrs. Mahady had a turn!
Mrs. Duffy’'s 2 class went to Funnybones
Activity Centre in Collooney on Fri. June

5" They had a great day!

3 and 4" Class Tour

Ms Corry's and Mrs. Sheeran'’s classes
went to Water-world in Bundoran and Parks
Castle on Fri. 198 June.

On the 1Y of June 2009 the two fifth
classes, went to Athlone for our school tour.
We did water sports and went to Supermacs
for our lunch. We had a great day.

5" and 6" Class Tour

Ms. Foody’s and Ms. Hegarty's"%lasses
went to Athlone on Wed. June'17

Ms Leonard’s and Mrs Loftus’ classes went
to Waterworld in Bundoran and Parks
Castle in Leitrim with a stop in Sligo for
shopping on the way home.

First Holy Communion

The girls and boys in Mrs. Duffy'$2class
made their First Communion on Saturday
25" April in St. Patrick’s church. A special
word of thanks to Ms Granahan and the
choir whose beautiful music and singing
certainly added to what was a lovely
ceremony. Thanks to Ms. McCabe for
playing the organ for the choir. The girls
and boys later enjoyed the First Holy
Communion party on Friday May'lin
school.

Ballina Library

All the children in Mrs. Duffy’s class have
become members of Ballina’s Library.
They have made a few trips down town
over the last few weeks. The girls and boys
will be regular visitors to the library over
the summer holidays.

After School Club

5" and &' Class members of the After
School Club have been very busy from
Easter to the end of the final term. They
studied read, played board games, had
quizzes, played basketball and restored the
flower beds at the front of the school. Well
done everyone and Best Wishes from Ms
Howley, Ms Sandra Bourke and Tina to all
the Girls heading off to the Secondary
School in September.

Children Helping Children Society of
Missionary Children

Every week children from all the classes
through-out the school, kindly donate
money to children who are less well off
than themselves. The total for the school
year wa€255.73. A cheque has been sent
to the Society of Missionary Children. We
received a Thank You Card saying “Scoil
fosa is great” and thanking us for our
generous gift. Well done to everyone and
thank you for your kindness.

Sports/Fun for All Day

Friday May 28 was a beautiful sunny day
and the children of Scoil iosa gathered
inside and outside the school for their
sports/ Fun for all day. A variety of
workstations were erected in the Junior and
Senior yards and the Junior School. Each
class grouping took turns to participate in
the various activities: the water bucket race
being the firm favourite!! Aine Egan from
Danceworld gave Hip Hop Lessons to the
4" 5" and &' class children in the P.E.

Hall. The Irish Heart Foundation Skipathon
took place in the Senior Yard ag880.00
was raised. Many parents took the
opportunity to visit the school during the



day to see the fun the pupils were having.
No sports day would be complete without
the arrival of the ice-cream man (who was a
very welcome visitor, with temperatures
very high on the day!) and of course the
bouncy castle, which went down a treat! A
special word of thanks to all those who
organised the day.... Well done! A very
enjoyable day was had by all.
Congratulations to all the children who won
medals.

School Completion

Louise Mc Bride, North Mayo School
Completion Programme has been working
with 6" class on life skills such as baby
sitting and cookery. She has also given a
number of talks to'5and &' classes on the
RSE programme

Literacy Lift-Off

Literacy Lift-Off has been running in Ms.
Horkan'’s class for the past five weeks and
ran in Ms Lynott's class before Easter. All
the children enjoyed the experience and an
improvement in their reading is evident.

Sweet Treats!!

Some children were very busy in the
kitchen recently they baked a delicious
chocolate cake with Ms. Sandra Bourke
which they enjoyed with a cup of tea in the
parents room.

Ann Marie Muldoon, Debbie Maughan and
Rebecca Devers getting ready to sell the
buns they baked in the Parents’ Room.

Fundraising

We had a fundraising cake sale at our
school on Friday'8June. We wanted to

buy school jerseys for our football team. |
baked chocolate buns at school. | decorated

them with chocolate and sweets. We tasted
the buns before we sold them. They were
delicious. We also made rice crispy buns.
We loved licking the bowl. We had a very
busy day but it was great fun. | love baking.
Debbie Maughan

We had alersey DayTue 2% June and all
the money raised was added to that raised
from cake sale. The total amount raised was
€323.

National Grandparents’ Day

Special thanks to all the Grandparents who
visited our classes on Friday' May and
shared many interesting stories with the
children. It was most enjoyable day for
adults and children alike.

Traditional Music

Tom Doherty continues to teach traditional
music to children on Tuesdays. Those
Lessons will continue in September, adding
an uplifting air to Tuesday mornings!
Enrolment Open Day

New Junior Infants were warmly welcomed
to the school on Tuesday Jurié Jhey
arrived at 10.30 and stayed until12 o clock.
They had great fun and were presented with
a welcome pack of drawing books,
colouring pencils etc

Book Covering

Thank you to the parents who covered the
new books for the school library

Mayo Athletic Championships
Congratulations to Rachel Cawley! dlass,
who won two medals in the Mayo Athletic
Championships which were held in
Claremorris. We're proud of you!

Incredible Edibles

Ms Corry’s and Mrs. Sheeran’s classes tool
part in a project called ‘Incredible Edibles’.
They grew strawberries, lettuce, potatoes
and cabbage in their classrooms.

Recorder

26 children from the two"5classes have
started the recorder with Ms Granahan and
are progressing very well.

Speech and Language Class

Peter and Brian will be leaving us this year.
We wish them all the best.

We will miss them. Our new Junior Infants
came to visit on Fri. 2June.

GAA 125 Years

Scoil iosa celebrated the 12&nniversary

of the GAA in Ireland. Every child in our
school got to take part in a GAA lesson.
Some great GAA talent was seen over the
two days.

Fitness 4 U.

Denis McDonagh and Tommy Humber
coached Senior Infants, First and Second
classes for 6 weeks. Our Gaelic skills have
been fine tuned.

attending are making great progress.
Gymnastics Programme for Third and
Fourth Class

The children really enjoyed and benefited
from 6 sessions of gymnastics under the
instruction of Lorraine. All are now
proficient in full-way turns handstands and
cartwheels.

Pioneer Enrolment

Sr. Nancy invited Ita Halloran, President of
the Ballina branch to the school to enrol
new members. A number of children from



4" 5" and &' classes were enrolled as
Juvenile Pioneers on Friday"™af June.
Football League

The footballleague takes place on Monday
to Wednesday at lunchtime and the girls
would like to say a special thanks to their
trainers-Miss Howley, Ms Bourke and Mrs
Loftus. The final was played on Tuesday
239 June and the winning team was team
Team E captained by Serena Coleman.
They defeated Team C captained by
Chelsea Delaney by 2- 7 to 1- 8.

Mary Tamara McDonagh was selected as
the most valuable player on the day.

National Spring Clean Day

A Spring Clean Day was held on Tuesday
28" of April. Children from each class,
armed with gloves and bin bags went
around the school, picking up litter and
doing a general tidy up. Michelle Mulhern,
Major of Ballina and representatives from
An Taisce, Ballina Tidy Towns and the
Ballina Arts Centre came to the school to
mark the occasion. They had their photos
taken with all the children. The children
looked very colourful in their creative fancy
dress outfits. Many of the children used
recyclable materials. Each child who
participated in the Fancy Dress brought in
two euro which was donated to the Ballina
Arts Centre. Well done to all who made
such a great effort. There was also a poster
competition run in conjunction with
National Spring Clean week for the junior
and senior school.

The following children won prizes in the
junior school Jessica Cawley Sr. Infants,
Craig Willis, PF'class, Bethany Mc

Loughlin Sr Infants, Zac Casey Sr Infants,
Michael Maughan Sr. Infants, Rachael
Coen, Sr. Infants, Chleo Muldoort, 1
Vichy Timmerowski, Sr. Infants, Nicole
Murrphy ' and Joanna Ward Sr Infants
The following children won prizes in the
senior school: Eimear Cummoné, 5
Aisling Higgins, 6" Martyna Rzepka'
Sinead Mahady", Ola Rzepka'3,
Shauna Doynaband Rebecca Cawley

English Language Class Art Work

“What reminds you of Summer?

Over several classes we discussed what
reminds us of summer, brainstorming key
summer words. All the children had
different ideas- ice-cream, making sand
castles, surfing, having a picnic, and
relaxing on the beach on a hot day.

1% class (Wah Ku Say, Cyprian, Nicola and
Dominik) constructed ice-cream cones from
cotton wool, card paint and glitter.

2" class (Monica, Kuba, David, Sergei,
and Bartosz) drew summer pichics
including all their favourite foods.

39 class (Kinga, Daria, Ola and Martyna)
painted pictures of sand castles and
decorated them with glitter.

4" class (Kamil and KuShee) drew and
painted ice cream cones.

5" and &' Class (Angelika and Wah Wak)
drew and coloured beach scenes. We made
a collage of all the summer art on the
display board outside our room and it
cheered us up on cold days!

If I could design a new school:

By children from the English Language
Class

Daria:

My school would have a restaurant; | would
put healthy food on the menu, like
vegetable curry, vegetable soup, toasted
sandwiches, cereals for breakfast and lots of
deserts. | would have a cinema room and a
room to relax. | would also have a
swimming pool with a diving board and a
sauna for the teachers. | would like a magic
blackboard, which could turn into a white
board or a TV or paper for drawing
something. | would love to have a school
farm where we grow fruit and vegetables
and keep some pets.

Martina:

My school would be very cool it would be
made of gold and | would have mirrors in
the bathroom so we could see ourselves.
We would have a swimming pool and a
sauna. The teacher would teach us lessons
using a big TV in class. | would have a
playroom and a dancing room where we
could listen to disco music. | would like a
school farm where we could keep horses
and groom them.

Ola:

I would have a relaxing room where we
would have a big TV and comfortable seats
We would also have a swimming pool and
sauna. | would have the cinema in the
swimming pool room so everybody could
do what they want. | would love to have a
pet room with fish in a tank and a pet dog
that we could care for. | would also have a
trampoline in the PE hall because | love to
jump on a trampoline.

Kinga:

My school would only be for girls and
would be on for 4 hours a day from 10
o'clock to 2 o’clock. At first we would have
maths for 20 minutes then we would have
sport. Girls would learn to be cheerleaders
and we would have special cheerleader
uniforms. When we learn about animals we
could learn in a big cinema room. We
would not have a uniform. At break time
we could go to our school swimming pool
and relax and listen to music. | would like a
game room where we can play games and
computers. We would have a trampoline in
our PE hall and a disco dancing room with
a disco ball and lights. Teachers could go
shopping at break time to a school shoppin
mall, where we could have clothes shops
and a restaurant.

English Language Class KuShee & Kamil

How we made popcorn!

1. First we plugged in the popcorn maker
it made a loud noise.
We measured in some hard corn seeds
not too much.

3. We waited for a few minutes............



4. Then there was lots of popping and
noise.

5. We put the popcorn in a bowl, it was
hot it smelled delicious.

6. We ate a lot of popcorn it was very
tasty.

7. We love popcorn!

A ~ R
® ® ® @
N’ -

(L

Orienteering in Belleek

Ms. Leonard’s and Mrs. Loftus"classes
enjoyed a great day in Belleek Woods as
they participated in an orienteering event.
This was a joint initiative organised by the
Home School Community Liaison Service,
School Completion Programme and The
Garda Youth Diversion Project. The
orienteering event was devised to deliver a
road safety programme to the students.
The aim of the project was to develop team
work skills, thoughtful decision making
abilities and an awareness of road safety.
“This proved a great experience for the
children It's great to be able to interact with
outside agencies and to use the facilities
available in the town to improve the service
and programmes we can offer to the
children”, said Ann Hegarty Loftus HSCL.

Words of Thanks

A special word of thanks to all our
volunteers especially Sr. Phyllis, the traffic
wardens and the First Aid girls. Thank you
also to Mrs Sheeran and the school choir for
providing music at St Nicholas’ School

First Holy Communion.

Surprise Visit

On Friday 18 of June we were honoured to
welcome rugby representatives to our
school. They proudly showed us the Triple
Crown and the Six Nations Trophies which
Ireland won this year. Ireland has not won
the Six Nations Trophy since 1948. All the
children and teachers had an opportunity to
have their photos taken with these two great
trophies. It was a truly historic occasion!

Calendar of Events:
April — June2009:

24" April GAA 125 years
25" April First Communion
28" April Spring Clean Day
is‘May First Holy Communion Party
1 May Grandparents Day
22" May Choir for First Communion
for St. Nicholas.
29" May Sports Day

9th June Enrolment Open Day for Junior
Infants

June 8" 9" 17"18" 19" School Tours

12" June Pioneer Enrolment

16™ June
Belleek

Orienteering in

19" June Rugby representatives
bring Triple Crown and Six Nations
Trophies to school.

22nd June Sixth Class End of Year Mass
23% June: Football League Final

26" June Summer Holidays

Have a Great Summer Everyone!!




