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Welcome to our first Newsletter of this school year��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
The children and teachers in Scoil Íosa have been very busy in the first term 
of this school year.  We have tried to include as many of the activities as 
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Welcome and Farewells                                                                                                   
Welcome to all our new Junior Infants who commenced school in September ’08. Fáilte 
róimh go léir. Farewell and every success to the 6th Class Girls who completed their primary 
education in Scoil Íosa and are now attending second level schools. Best wishes to Ms. 
Cheryl Nolan, who has taken up a teaching position in St.Oliver Plunkett National School, 
Ballina. Best wishes to Ms. Leanne Moran who left on November 17th to take up a teaching 
position in Snugboro National School, Castlebar. Welcome to our two new teachers Ms. 
Sandra Bourke and Karen Bourke.  

 Letters to Santa The children in the Junior School were all very excited when they wrote 
their letters to Santa. They sent them off to the Western People who promised to pass them 
on to the North Pole!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            �������������������� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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Fundraising: Our Annual Sponsored Walk took place on Saturday Oct. 4th on a very wet 
and windy day! Thank you all who participated and collected sponsorship money- the total 
amount raised was €2,473. A Board Games day was held on Oct. 24th for 1st to 6th classes 
and €146 was raised for the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Thank you to all parents and 
teachers who helped out with the Tesco collection on Nov. 27th, 28th and 29th. €1,500 was 
raised towards the purchase of Interactive Whiteboards. Presently we have two interactive 
white boards in the school. It is hoped in the future that it may be possible to purchase more 
boards. These boards are highly recommended by educationalists and are a very 
advantageous learning tool.                                                                                 
Book Fair   Our annual Book Fair was held from 10th to 14th of November, during which 
parents and children had an opportunity to visit the fair and select from the wide variety of 
books available. Thank you to all who bought books at the Book Fair which was held for 
one week in November. €1,205 was spent and the school gets €723 worth of books free.  
Sporting Activities                                                                                                           
Scoil Íosa pupils competed in the North Mayo Cross Country Running competitions in 
October. Our Junior Team included Kathleen Lawrence, Ann Lisa Sweeney, Abbie 
Comiskey, Rachel Cawley, Chloe O’Grady and Sinéad Mahady. Our Senior Team included 
Aisling Higggins, Rachel Scott, Lizzie Cunningham, Chelsea Delaney, Mary Tamara 
McDonagh and Clodagh Hopkins. Three of these pupils qualified for the County Final- 
Aisling Higgins and Rachel Scott from the Senior Team and Rachel Cawley from the Junior 
Team. Congratulations to all who took part.    

                          
Swimming:                                                                                                                       
Swimming is ongoing in the school – 4th Class have completed swimming lessons and 3rd 
Class are currently attending lessons.                                                                                            
Gaelic Football 
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Santa Letter Competition: Barbara Mc Donagh from Mrs Sheeran’s class and Amy 
Conroy from Ms.Corry’s class won the Santa Letter Writing Competition and they were  
treated to a sleigh ride with Santa. Their photograph was printed in the Western People 
and the Mayo Advertiser newspapers. Well done girls! Congratulations to Shauna 
Cunningham in 3rd class who won a prize in the Connaught Telegraph Writing 
Competition. 

 

5th and 6th classes have Gaelic training 
with Ms. Howley, Ms. Bourke and Mrs 
Loftus every Friday afternoon. They are 
really enjoying the football and even 
enjoy getting mucky!! On October 15th, 
a panel of 6th class girls represented 
Scoil Íosa in the Mini Sevens Football. 
This was their first time taking part in 
the competition and the girls played 
really well. They played against four 
schools and won two matches on the 
day. Thank you to Mrs Loftus, Ms. 
Howley and Ms. Bourke. 



Art Exhibition:                                                                                                                                 
Mrs Sheeran’s class went to a very enjoyable art exhibition in the Arts Centre in November. 
After the children had viewed the pictures they answered a questionnaire focusing on the 
various genres, themes etc. Each pupil also drew and wrote about their favourite picture.                                                                                                                  
Traditional Music Tom Doherty continues to teach traditional music to children on 
Tuesdays.  Those attending are making great progress. They performed in our Christmas 
Prayer Service on Thurs. Dec. 18th.                                                                                  
Recorders: Ms. Granahan is continuing Recorder Lessons with 6th Class girls and 5th Class 
will hopefully be starting Recorder Lessons in the New Year. 

                                                       

Choir: The choir from 4th, 5th and 6th classes sang at 10.00 a.m. mass in St Patrick’s church 
on October 5th and November 23rd last. Some of the children sing most Sundays in the 
combined children’s choir. Children from 4th, 5th and 6th took part in the Carol Service in St 
Muredach’s Cathedral on Dec. 14th.                                                                                  
Preparation for First Holy Communion                                                                               
The children in Mrs Duffy’s second class attend Mass on Wednesday mornings (weather 
permitting) in preparation for First Holy Communion. Regular Mass-goers are delighted to 
meet the children on Wednesday mornings. The Church Sacristan always has a treat for the 
children after Mass. Second class has also participated in the “Do this in Memory of Me” 
Masses on two occasions. Well done to the children who said prayers and carried gifts. 

 Mongolian Scarf Project:  
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Our Trip to St. Muredach’s Cathedral  by Karen and Lauren                                               
On Sept 9th, the two 6th classes went down to St Muredach’s Cathedral to study the history 
of the building. The Cathedral was built in 1829 from limestone. The organ above the main 
entrance is one of the largest in Ireland. A lot of changes have taken place since it was first 
built. The Baptismal Font was once beside the altar but now it is at the back of the church. 
When the stained glass windows were first put in, it would have cost about £125! That was a 
lot of money then. We returned to school bursting with information. An enjoyable day was 
had by all.                                                                                                                                            

Children in 4th, 5th and 6th classes took part in this 
appeal. Caitriona Ní Threasaigh came to the school and 
told the children they could knit a scarf 50 inches long 
for children in Mongolia because the climate in the 
winter is -40 degrees. As a thank you gesture the 
children in Mongolia made badges for all the children 
who made the scarves in Scoil Íosa. Caitrióna returned 
with the badges on 26th November. She will return to 
Mongolia for a year. 

Our Trip to Enniscoe by Shauna D                         
On Friday 26th of September the two sixth classes 
of Scoil Íosa went to Enniscoe tea rooms and 
gardens in Crossmolina. Our class headed for the 
gardens while the other sixth class went into the 
tea rooms and museum. The first thing I noticed 
was the enormous garden with neatly cut hedges 
and beautiful blooming flowers. We spoke with 
the gardener Joy who gave us some interesting 
information on the garden. There was a green door 
in the garden which led us into a woodland forest. 
There were lots of interesting trees like lime, oak, 
sycamore, ash, beach and elm. There was ivy and 
fungus growing on the trees because it was so dark 
and damp. We then discovered a mausoleum with 
names on plaques on the ground. After we came 
back we had lunch on the patio. Then we went 
into the tea rooms and got some interesting 
information from the plaques on the wall. We all 
enjoyed the day.                                      

Our Trip to Moyne College by Megan J On Friday the 10th of October we went to Moyne 
College for Science Week. The Principal welcomed us and we noticed that they had a 
Smartboard just like us! We were then divided into groups. Our group went up stairs to the 
computer room where we played games on the computers for half an hour. I was the only 
one who could solve the maze game! We then went back downstairs. In the science room 
there were three teachers. We did three interesting experiments about sound, water and light. 
They were fun! It was a lovely day and I had a great time! 

 



Carol Service and Nativity Play                                                                                          
The children from Ms. Horkan’s and Ms. Lynott’s Classes entertained staff, pupils and 
parents with a delightful production of The Nativity. This involved a lot of hard work, 
rehearsing lines, making costumes and learning songs. Every First Class child was included 
in the production. Junior and Senior Infants added their voices in the choir. 

 

   

Mayo County Recycling Competition: A number of classes took part in the recycling 
Competition. Our pictures show Ms. Corry’s third class children and Lisa from 6th Class 
displaying their recycled decorations. Both will represent the school in the Regional Finals 
in Castlebar. Here is an account of what Lisa did: 

       Recycled Angel by Lisa                
I made an angel with materials that can be recycled. First of all, I got a cardboard cone. I 
then made the head with cotton wool and cotton material. I drew the face. After that, I used 
yellow wool for the hair. I sewed the hair onto the head to make it look real. This took me a 
long time. I made two plaits at the front. I cut the wool to make it even. I put the head onto 
the cone and stuck it with glue. I made her wings out of an ice cream box and stuck egg 
shells onto the wings and painted them gold. I sewed them onto her body. I also gave her an 
egg shell hat. I dressed the angel with crepe paper, tissue paper, cotton material and net. It 
took me a week to make it. I was pleased it was picked for the competition. I enjoyed 
making it. The Competition was organised by Mayo County Council to encourage recycling. 
By Lisa 

Christmas Boxes: Miss Leonard’s 6th class organised 2  Christmas Gift boxes which were 
presented to the Christmas Crib in St. Muredach’s Cathedral at the Annual Carol Festival. 

                                                        
Miss Leonard’s 6th                         

                                                         
Class Hieroglyphics      

                                                             
– Our Cartouches. 

 

Parents Room/ After School Club                                                                                        
We are all looking forward to the newly refurbished Parents’ Room and the extension of the 
school library facilities. A return to the Homework Group/ Afters school activities is 
expected in January.                                                                                                                         
Circle Time and Computers. 
Circle Time is ongoing in all classes and the children are enjoying this 
opportunity.                                                                                                           
Computer skills training will continue to be provided for the children. You 
can visit our school website at www.scoiliosaballina.com.  
Words of Thanks: To Fr. O Hora for his work as school chaplain and especially for 
preparing the 6th class children for confirmation. Thanks also to Fr. Henry for 2nd Class First 
Communion   Preparation.                                                                                                        
Thanks to all our parents who are involved in conjunction with the parish team in preparing 
pupils for participation in the Sunday Masses and the Do this in Memory and Confirmation 
Programme                                                                                                                                
A special “Thank You” to Sr. Phyllis Surlis for voluntarily sharing her love of art with the 
pupils of Scoil Íosa. It is much appreciated and enjoyed immensely by all the participants. 
 
 

 
Children at play in Sr Nancy’s room 

 

 
 

2nd to 6th classes put everyone in 
festive mood with their lovely 
selection of Christmas Carols. 
Thanks to all who made this 
possible. 

 



Best Wishes:                                                                                                                        
Best wishes to Sheila Feeney Schools Completion Coordinator who is expecting a baby in 
December. Welcome to John Patterson, Sheila’s replacement and to Louise Mc Bride, part 
time project worker with school completion Programme.  

Very best wishes to our nearest neighbours, the Mercy Sisters, who are moving from the 
convent building on 19th Dec 2008. We will miss your light and your presence! 

Santa is expected to call some day next week! 
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Enjoy the Christmas Holidays Everyone. 

Hope Santa comes to everyone!!! 

See you all on 7th of January 2009 
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Calendar of Events: September to December 2008                          

September 9th    Sixth Class Trip to St Muredach’s Cathedral 

September 24th     Mercy Day Start of Year Mass 

September 26th     Sixth Class to Trip to Enniscoe House  

October 2nd           Cross Country Running Competitions 

October 4th           Sponsored Walk 

October 10th         Sixth Class Science Trip to Moyne College 

October 15th         Mini Sevens Football 

October 24th         Board Game Day 

November 10th to 14th Book Fair 

November 26th          Mongolian Scarf Appeal 

November 27th          Ms Sheeran’s Class attended Arts Exhibition 

November 27th to 29th   Tesco Collection 

December 16th           Nativity Play and Carol Service 

December 18th            Prayer Service St. Patrick’s Church 

 

 
Mrs Loftus’ Rang a Sé displays how to say “Happy Christmas/Happy Holiday” in all our 

pupils’ languages. 


